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CALENDAR. The word Calendar is derived from Calend(s3 the first day of the Roman month. Our Calendar consists of several columns. The first shews the days of the month in their numerical order; the second contains the letters of the alphabet affixed to the days of the week; the third, as printed in the larger Common Prayer Books, has the calends, nones, and ides which was the method of computation used by the old Romans and primitive Christians, and is still useful to those who read ecclesiastical history. The intermediate column, namely, the fourth, contains the holydays observed or respected by the Church of England. The remaining four columns contain the different chapters of the Bible and Apocrypha which the Church appoints to be read daily in Church, as the First and Second Lessons at Morning and Evening Prayer; and when persons cannot attend to hear them read in Church, they will do wisely to consider them as in a spiritual sense " the daily bread," which GOD through his Church provides for them. See Lessons.
CALVJNISTS. Those who interpret Scripture according to the tradition derived from John Calvin, who was born at Nogen, in Piccardy, A.D. 1509, and afterwards settled at Geneva. He established a system both of doctrine and of discipline peculiarly his own.
CAMERONIANS. Certain Presbyterian Dissenters in Scotland, called from their founder Richard Cameron.
CANDLEMAS DAY. A name formerly given to the festival of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, observed in our Church February 2. In the ancient Church, this day was remarkable for the number of lighted candles, which were borne about in processions, and placed in churches, in memory of HIM who came to be "a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel." From this custom the name is supposed to be derived.
CANON. The Laws of the Church are called Canons, the word Canon being derived from a Greek word which signifies a rule or measure. Since the Church is a society of Christians, and since every society must have authority to prescribe rules and laws for the government of their own members, it must necessarily follow that the Church has this power; for otherwise there would be